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Grandes Dames

Today’s hotels have many conveniences and luxuries that
those of the past may have lacked, but it would have been
fun to have visited some in their glory. 

At least one historic grande dame still exists, and it is even
possible to stay there, provided you are willing to pay
today’s prices: Hotel del Coronado, across the bay from
San Diego in the small town of Coronado.

Land in California was fairly cheap in the 19th Century,
and investments by East-coasters helped build California.
After much interest on the part of several investors, three
men from Indiana were ultimately responsible for this
hotel: Josephus Collett, Herber Ingle, and John Ingleheart.
They hired architect James W. Reid of Canada to build the
Victorian masterpiece.  It required the labor of 2,000
Chinese immigrants from Northern California.

The “Del” opened in 1888 with many amenities: An
Olympic-sized salt water pool, tennis courts, a yacht club,
a Japanese tea garden, an ostrich farm, billiards, and
bowling alleys.  At the time, it was the largest resort hotel
in the world (680 rooms), and was once listed as one of the
“Top 10 Resorts In The World” by USA Today.  It s a
National Historic Landmark and a California Historical
Landmark.  

Not surprisingly, many notable people have stayed there:
In 1920, Edward, Prince of Wales, was a guest.  It is
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Everyone,

As we approach the end of the year I would like to thank all of you for your continued
support of LACHS and wish you and your families the best during the holiday season.

Meanwhile, your Board is hard at work planning the 2012 Holiday Gala, which
is set for Tuesday, December 11th, at the Los Angeles Fire Department Historical
Society’s Hollywood Museum, located in the original Station 27 building in
Hollywood.  We have an exciting group of awardees this year and our featured speaker
will be Steve Ross, Professor of History and Chairman of the History Department at
USC.  Steve has written extensively on working class history, social history, and film
history.  His latest book, “Hollywood Left and Right:  How Movie Stars Shaped
American Politics,” will be available for purchase and signing.

As I look back on the past year I am very happy with the number of events and
programs LACHS has provided to its membership.  A special thanks for that should
go to our program committee chair, Kay Tornborg.  I know that through our programs
and the return of the Marie Northrop Lecture series in 2013 LACHS will continue
to provide a good value to our members.

We also are in the process of collecting ballots for the board elections, so if you haven’t
voted yet please send your ballot in.

I hope you are as excited about the future of LACHS as I am and will continue to join
us at future events.  

Thank You,

Todd Gaydowski
President

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

Larry Boerio
Ann Landon

Alicia Gargaro-Magana
Eduardo Magana

Julie Mason
Robert Peltzman

Michele Zack
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LACHS AwArdS PArt of GALA

The 2012 Gala will be held at the Los Angeles Fire Department
Historical Society’s Hollywood Museum on Tuesday, December 11,
located in what used to be the original Station 27.  

A highlight of the evening will be distribution of the Annual 
LACHS Awards, selected by a committee chaired by Eddy Feldman,
director and past president, with committee members Todd
Gaydowski, president; Kay Tomborg, director; and Brett Arena, former
board member:

J. Thomas Owen History Award: Nick Curry, long-time member
of LACHS and many other historical societies.  He is a reader at the
Huntington Library who has helped authors with research, for example
Margaret Leslie Davis for her works on the Dohenys, William
Mulholland and Franklin Murphy.  He recently studied the life of 
Glen Dawson to put together the dinner in honor of his 100th birthday,
and helped Elizabeth Pomeroy with her book..

David G. Cameron Preservation Award: Jennifer A. Watts.  She has
been the curator of photographs at the Huntington Library, including
the current exhibition: “A Strange and Fearful Interest: Death,
Mourning, and Memory in the American Civil War.”

Miriam Matthews Ethnic History Award: Arnett L. Hartsfield, Jr.
became an L.A. City fireman in 1940, in a segregated department.  He
fought for its desegregation, while also attending UCLA and then 
law school at USC.  He became a practicing lawyer and an L.A. City
commissioner, was instrumental in starting the African American
Firefighter Museum and still volunteers there.

Honorary Life Member Award: Anton Calleia was Mayor Tom
Bradley’s executive assistant throughout his terms.  He was on the
board of directors as treasurer for a number of years, when he was
instrumental in persuading the City Council to designate the Society
as “Friends of the Archives.”  He has continued to give advice to board
members when asked, on administrative matters.

Two Special Awards: Dr. Geraldine Knatz, Executive Director of the
Port of Los Angeles.  She has dramatically made the community aware
of the importance of this facility to the welfare of the community and
the City of Los Angeles.

The other awardee is the Huntington Library.  As one of America’s
leading independent research libraries, it has always remembered where
it resides – in Southern California – by the acquisition of documents
relating to local history, support of research scholars into that history
and by the publication of their work.

MEMBERS’
NEWS

Michael Locke, the Society’s official
photographer, is busy trying to organize
a new organization, the Silver Lake
Historical Society.  Michael is editor of
The Silver Lake News and contributing
writer to the Los Feliz Ledger, but loves
his neighborhood enough to want to do
more.  He has invited his neighbors in
the area to meet at the Silver Lake
Branch Library, which is helping to
promote the event, to form an
exploratory committee to look into the
matter.  LACHS members who might
be interested in meeting with Michael,
please call him at 323/644-3338, or 
e-mail him at mjlocke@pacbell.net.
Geraldine Knatz has garnered another
award recently: The Peter Benchley
Ocean Award.  She received this for
“Excellence in Solutions” from the 
Blue Frontier Campaign, which is a
national marine conservation activist
organization.  Geraldine received this
recognition for her environmental
efforts since becoming the Port of Los
Angeles’ executive director a few years
ago.  For those who don’t know 
her background, she graduated from
Rutgers University with a zoology
degree, then continued her studies at
USC, from which she has two more
degrees: an M.S. in environmental
engineering and a doctorate in
biological sciences… Not many can
make this statement: “I walked down to
the end of my driveway (not a great
distance) and looked right and there was
Endeavour, flying over the Hollywood
sign on its way to the Observatory.  
It was great!!!”  Lucky Kay Tornborg,
board member.

8
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Editor’s Note: This is the fourth in a series on the futures of some
Los Angeles high school graduates.

ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS

Adela (accent on the first letter)
Rogers St. Johns was a remarkable
lady of the press of the 20th
Century. She was an outstanding
journalist, author and screen
writer. 

Born May 20, 1894, in Los
Angeles, she was the daughter of 
a successful criminal lawyer, Earl
Rogers, friend to many prominent
local figures, one being William

Randolph Hearst of the Hearst publishing company. 

St. Johns graduated from Hollywood High School in 1910.
Her first job, not surprisingly, was as a reporter for Hearst’s
San Francisco Examiner.  After about ten years, she left to
work for Photoplay magazine, an important voice of
Hollywood in those times.  She wrote up some insightful
interviews with the major stars, earning herself the title of
“Mother Confessor of Hollywood.”  At the same time she
contributed to Cosmopolitan and The Saturday Evening Post,
and wrote short stories.  During this period, and finished
nine of her 13 screenplays. 

She moved to Washington, D.C., in the mid-‘30s to report
on politics for the Washington Herald.  Her assignments then
and during her long career were unusual for a woman of
those days: Crime, politics, society and sports news.  She
earned the nickname of “World’s Greatest Girl Reporter,”
covering such stories in the ‘30s as the Lindbergh baby
kidnapping and murder and  the subsequent trial of 
Bruno Hauptman as the kidnapper, the abdication of 
King Edward VIII of England, assassination of Sen. Huey
Long of Louisiana, the boxing match between Dempsey
and Tunney with its disputed long-count decision, 
and Washington politics during President Roosevelt’s
administration, including the 1940 Democratic National
Convention.  St. Johns was the first woman to cover a police
beat and the first to be allowed in the press box during
sports games.

In 1948 her interests turned to writing books, mainly
novels, and to teach but in 1962 she published the
biography of her father, Earl Rogers.  Final Verdict was a
great success, made into a television film.

St. Johns remained active throughout her life.  At the age
of 82, she was again working for the Examiner, this time to
write about Patty Hearst’s bank robbery and subsequent
trial.  She also made a number of television appearances as
guest or occasionally hosting her own program.

With two colleagues and close friends, Margaret Burk and
Marylin Hudson, St. Johns helped found Round Table
West, a successful book and author association.  Starting in
1977, the three organized monthly meetings at the
legendary Ambassador Hotel, where Burk was in charge 
of publicity, and produced a book on the history of the
hotel, Are the Stars Out Tonight.  They held elaborate
luncheons in the hotel’s ballroom, with people like Walter
Cronkite, Bob Hope, Ray Bradbury and Tommy Lasorda
appearing as speakers.  Eventually, after St. John’s death on
August 10, 1988, the group moved from the Ambassador
and later disbanded.

Adela was a minister of the Church of Religious Science
and shortly prior to her death was working on her final
book, “The Missing Years of Jesus.”

One of the major recognitions St. Johns received came in
1970: Pres. Richard Nixon awarded her the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

L.A. HIGHSCHOOL GRADS

WHAT BECAME OF THEM?

Library Hours Increased
Thanks to voters’ passing Measure L in March, 2011,
making more funds available to operate the library
system, service hours have been partially restored at
Richard J. Riordan Central and all branch libraries
as of October 15. 

The current hours are:

Monday - Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday & Holidays, Closed
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Los Angeles’ Official 
Welcoming Monument

Yes, Los Angeles has an official “Welcoming Monument,”
so declared by the Los Angeles City Council in 1996 
when it named the Vincent Thomas Bridge our formal
greeter to those arriving in the Port of Los Angeles from
the sea.

It is indeed an impressive structure.  It is the state’s largest
suspension span bridge, the first one welded (not riveted)
in the U.S.  The only suspension bridge in the world
supported completely on piles.  Surprising to some, it was
not only designed by what is known today as Caltrans, 
but is also owned and maintained by that state agency

The bridge is 385 feet tall, 185 (35 stories) of it above
water.  Its length is 6,000 feet, or 2.2.miles, and the
roadway is 52 feet wide, accommodating four traffic lanes.
The center suspension span is 1,500 feet.  On average,
32,000 vehicles use it every weekday. 

The person possibly most responsible for the beautiful
bright-green (light-blue at night when it is lit by 180
lamps) bridge is the man after whom it was named:
Vincent Thomas became a state assemblyman in his first
attempt, in 1940.  He began almost immediately
promoting the idea that the main channel of the Port of
Los Angeles needed a bridge.  By the time it became a
reality, in 1963, he had served 19 consecutive terms in the
California State Assembly, and was affectionately called
“Dean of the Assembly.”  The State of California recognized
him for his dedication in 1961 by naming the new

structure after the assemblyman.  It was finished at a cost
of $21 million.

The bridge opened as a toll road, at 25¢ each time a car
crossed in either direction, to help pay for its construction.
The first toll fee was paid by – who else? – Vincent
Thomas.  It changed later to 50¢, one way.  In 2000, the
toll was eliminated, the bridge considered paid for.

Prior to the bridge, the only means of crossing the main,
1,000-foot channel was by ferry, the first of which was a
row boat in the early 1870s.  Private ferry services operated
until the first municipal service began in 1941.

For 20 years, beginning in 1937, various means for crossing
the water were explored, including building a tunnel.  In
1958, the Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners
finally passed a resolution opting for a bridge.
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Happy Anniversary,
PERC Y GRAINGER

A Hollywood Bowl Wedding Story
by Abraham Hoffman

Percy Grainger’s compositions are heard occasionally on
Los Angeles’s classical music stations, KUSC-FM and
KMZT-AM.  Grainger is perhaps best known for “Country
Garden,” “Molly on the Shore,” “Lincolnshire Posy,” and
other works based on English folk tunes.  Notwithstanding
his interest in traditional English music, Grainger was born
in Australia in 1882 and spent only thirteen years in
England.  During his career he won great fame as a
composer, conductor, and pianist.  He frequently conducted
and played his own compositions at concerts.

A child prodigy, Grainger had a complicated life.  His
father, John, was an alcoholic womanizer who infected
Rose, Percy’s mother, with syphilis.  Rose booted John out
of the house in 1890 and controlled her son’s life to an
intense degree.  They lived in Germany until 1901 and
then moved to England.  At the beginning of World War
I they moved to the United States, Grainger becoming a
naturalized American citizen, eventually making their
home in White Plains, New York.

Rose Grainger dominated her son completely.  She
accompanied him on his musical tours, and they were 
never separated for more than three weeks.  Her control
extended to his love life.  In 1903 Lilith Lowrey, a wealthy
patron twice Percy’s age, helped him in organizing concerts
and making local connections.  She also made it clear to
him that her continued support depended on his becoming
her lover.  Percy paid the price, losing his virginity to the
older woman.  He was around 20 years old at the time.
Rose tolerated the affair, which went on for about two years,
but finally insisted that the relationship end.  Grainger also
fell in love with Karen Hotten, a Danish girl, with whom
he had a long-distance correspondence and annual vacations
together.  The affair ended after eight years   when he
decided no woman could step between his mother and him.

Syphilis took its dreadful toll on Rose, and she committed
suicide in 1922.  Five years later, returning by ship from
Australia to America, Percy met Ella Viola Strom, a
Swedish poet.  Ella had a lover, but Percy courted her

nonetheless.  The shipboard romance began with a plot line
straight out of a Broadway musical, Ella mistakenly
believing Percy was the ship’s band leader and asking him
for a music lesson.  When she learned he was a prominent
composer and musician, she apologized, they talked to 
each other, and Percy thought Ella resembled his mother.
The death of Ella’s lover cleared the way for Percy to 
pursue her.  Between their separate trips (his concert tours,
her going to England and elsewhere), they managed to
meet and grow their relationship.  On October 2, 1927,
Percy proposed and Ella accepted.

When Grainger’s duties at the Chicago Musical College
ended in summer 1928, he laid plans for a marriage
ceremony that would take place at the Hollywood Bowl in
Los Angeles.  He was scheduled to conduct concerts there
on August 7, 9, and 11, with such works as Howard
Hanson’s Nordic Symphony and Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto
No. 3 on the program.  Grainger had been planning a
musical tribute as a wedding present for his bride.  He
titled it “To a Nordic Princess.”  In the Program-Note he
wrote about it he described his work, a tone poem, “Now
and then in Scandinavia may be met a Nordic type of
womanhood, half-boyish yet wholly womanly, whose soft
flawless loveliness is like that of a fairy-tale princess; 
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whose wondrous radiance makes real for us the sun
goddesses of the nature-myth; whose broad shoulders,
Amazon limbs, fearless glance, and freedom of deed and
bearing recall the Viking chieftainesses of the sagas,” and 
on and on in purple prose.

He also wrote, “To meet her is to have all one’s boyhood
fairy-dreams and hero-dreams come true.  Such a one is my
sweet wife-to-be-Ella Viola Strom—and to her this bridal
song is offered as a wedding-gift and fondly honor-tokened
in pride of race and personal love.”  Grainger completed
the work in January 1928.

Returning from a trip to Australia, Ella arrived in Los
Angeles a few days before the scheduled concert.
Grainger’s biographer, John Bird, observes that Ella “did
not have the slightest idea what or where the Hollywood
Bowl was when Percy suggested the place as a location for
their wedding.  She gladly agreed and fully expected a
cameo wedding amongst a handful of friends.”

Ella might not have known anything about the Hollywood
Bowl, but the rest of Los Angeles certainly did.  A natural
amphitheater near Cahuenga Pass, the Bowl since 1922 
was the site of summer concerts “under the stars.”  Over
the years it became the public venue for Easter Sunrise
services, high school commencement exercises, festivals,
and political rallies as well as concerts.  Writing in the 
Los Angeles Times on September 10, 2009, critic Mark Swed
noted that the audience was not expecting the conductor 
to have his wedding there.  Actually, anyone who read the
local newspapers knew of Grainger’s wedding in advance 
of the concert.

“GREAT CROWD WILL WITNESS PERCY
GRAINGER’S WEDDING AT HOLLYWOOD
BOWL,” read the headline in the Los Angeles Evening Express
on August 8.  Another newspaper headlined, “Nuptials
Will Be Part of Concert Program of ‘Nordic Princess’ in
Bride’s Honor,’ describing in detail Grainger’s wedding
plans.  “Grainger’s wedding ceremony, under heaven’s
canopy of twinkling stars, will probably be witnessed by
one of the largest crowds ever to attend the Bowl,” read the
article.  “The composer-conductor, so to speak, invited the
whole wide world to attend the celebration.”

John Bird reported between 15,000 and 23,000 people in
the audience; sources differ on the exact number, mostly
settling on the compromise figure of 20,000.  On the
program for the evening was Grainger’s The Warriors,

described by Swed as a “wacky 19-minute imaginary
ballet” that would not be played again at the Bowl until
2009.  According to Swed, the work was “Upbeat folk-like
tunes with bits of exquisite lyricism all for the purpose of
newfangled weirdness.”  Grainger needed a 126-piece
orchestra to play it.

To end the concert, Grainger conducted the premiere
performance of his To a Nordic Princess.  There are different
versions about the wedding that followed.  One version 
has Ella walking down the aisle as the orchestra played 
his wedding tribute, unlikely since it meant that Percy
would have had to spring quite a surprise on Ella at the 
last minute.  Another has the wedding take place after the
music ended.  What is undeniable is the wedding ceremony
took place after the concert, witnessed by the 20,000
wedding guests.  Reverend J. Herman Olsson, a Swedish
Lutheran pastor, conducted the ceremony.  “Ella wore a
rose-pink tulle gown and sported three camellias in her
hair,” reported Bird.  “Most of the assembled throng
responded to the occasion in a light-hearted mood, yet
some felt it was an unseemly, vulgar affair.”

Swed states that it wasn’t until their wedding night 
that Ella “learned of her new husband’s enthusiasm for
flagellation and who knows what else.”  Bird disputes the
surprise element, stating, “Some time before they were
wed, Grainger had sent to Ella a long letter detailing 
every aspect of his sexual fantasy.  These were tasks and 
joys for which, in her heart, she could never cultivate a
liking, but which, only because she loved him, she allowed
him to live out and to exert over her.”  One is reminded of
British actress Beatrice
Campbell’s famous remark,
“I don’t care what they do,
as long as they don’t do it
in the street and frighten
the horses.”

Whatever went on behind
closed doors and not in 
the street, Percy and Ella’s
marriage proved an enduring
one, lasting until Grainger’s
death in 1961.
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Cahuenga Parkway
by John E. Fisher

Since the founding of the Pueblo of Los Angeles in the late
18th Century, Cahuenga Pass has been a primary travel
route to the San Fernando Valley and points northwest.  In
the early 20th Century, the Pacific Electric Railroad placed
tracks through the Pass.  In 1910, the dirt travel path was
paved.  Along with Whittier Boulevard, Boyle Avenue, 7th
Street, Vermont Avenue, Sunset Boulevard and Ventura
Boulevard, Cahuenga Boulevard was designated as one of
the original links of US 101 in 1926.  In 1927, it was
widened to four lanes with sidewalks and ornamental street
lights.  But by the mid-1930’s it was inadequate to meet
the needs of the growing Valley and metropolitan areas.

A parkway concept for the Cahuenga Pass was developed 
by City Engineer, Lloyd Aldrich.  He and his capable staff
had developed quite a reputation for designing and
building major public works projects.  During the period
from 1925 to 1932 they had built (or rebuilt) the numerous
beautiful bridges over the Los Angeles River and the
Arroyo Seco.  Between 1931 and 1935 they built the four
Figueroa Street tunnels through the Elysian Hills.  They
had demonstrated their skills in designing attractive major
roadway projects in undeveloped natural settings and
directed their experience in developing a parkway concept
for the Cahuenga Pass.

Aldrich’s plan was ambitious and state-of-the-art.  There
would be four lanes in each direction, a width greater than
any other previous highway.  They designed a barrier
between opposing traffic flows using the Pacific Electric
Railroad tracks.  The limited access parkway would have
service roads with the 1927 alignment of Cahuenga
Boulevard converted as the west service road.  Bridges

connecting the service roads and spanning the parkway
were constructed at the Pilgrimage (now John Anson Ford)
Theater, Mulholland Drive and Barham Boulevard.  At the
southern end of the Pass, southbound traffic destined to
Highland Avenue would stay to the right, while traffic
destined to southbound Cahuenga Boulevard would stay
in the left two lanes and travel in a tunnel under the 
Pacific Electric Railroad tracks.  It was destined to be a
breathtaking drive with the Santa Monica Mountains on
each side of the parkway, bridges spanning the canyon 
and landscaped separation islands between the roadways.

Normally, the Division of Highways would have reviewed
the City’s plans and modified them as their own.  But a
funding opportunity became available and the State
allowed the City plans to proceed without delay.  That
opportunity was the availability of federal PWA (Public
Works Administration) funds which would finance 45%

The original Cahuenga Boulevard Parkway near Mulholland Drive.

Cahuenga Boulevard, circa 1920

Cahuenga Boulevard in early 1930’s
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of the project.  The State financed 41%, the City 13% and
the County 1% of the costs.  To take advantage of the funds
the contract was awarded in late 1938.

The first unit was opened on June 15, 1940 and extended
northerly to the Barham Boulevard ramps.  By January 1,
1941, the roadway was extended to terminate in a 90-
degree curve connecting with the older segment of
Cahuenga Boulevard near Bennett Drive.  Thus, this
freeway, less than 2 miles long, was opened just one day
after the Arroyo Seco Parkway was dedicated.  The next
phase of extending the parkway to the intersection of
Ventura Boulevard and Vineland Avenue, as Aldrich 
had planned it, was disrupted by World War II.  It was
completed by the State in 1949.

While the last phase of the
Cahuenga Parkway was
being completed, work
already was underway on
building the Hollywood
Freeway.  The last segment
of the freeway, built in
1954, connected to the
south end of the original
Cahuenga Parkway.  The
completion of the
Hollywood Freeway

necessitated the demolition of the 1940 tunnel connection
under the Pacific Electric Railroad tracks between the
Pilgrimage bridge and Odin Street.  In addition, since 
the Pacific Electric Railroad had ceased operation in 
1944, the area that it had occupied in the median was
reconstructed to accommodate traffic from northbound
Highland Avenue.  In 1957, when the Hollywood Freeway
was extended northwesterly of Lankershim Boulevard, the
northbound on-ramp, northbound off-ramp and southbound
on-ramp at Barham Boulevard were abandoned.  The
abandoned ramps have remained preserved since that time.

Despite alterations, much of the original Cahuenga
Parkway remains intact.  The original ornamental street
lights on the bridges still look charming.  The Pacific
Electric Railroad overhead cable hooks can still be seen on
the bridges over the area formerly occupied by the tracks.
And the ornamental design in the corners of Barham
Boulevard bridge is one found on no other.  After World
War II, freeway design tended to be functional and devoid
of non-essential artistic features.  So it was fortuitous that
the freeway was built during the pre-War era and by an
agency with a heritage of building pleasant-looking public
works projects.  Cahuenga Parkway was indeed attractive,
the first segment of the Hollywood Freeway, the second
freeway in the West and the freeway built by  the City.

Cahuenga Boulevard Parkway terminus near Barham Boulevard, 
circa 1940

Cahuenga Boulevard/Highland Avenue Grade Separation looking 
north near Odin Street, circa 1940

Cahuenga Boulevard Parkway
looking northeast near Lankershim
Boulevard, circa 1949

Cahuenga Boulevard Parkway looking northwest near Vineland
Avenue, circa 1950

Cahuenga Boulevard Parkway looking southeast near terminus of
Parkway near Vineland Avenue, circa 1950
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For a good overview of some of Los Angeles’s interesting
tourist attractions one just needs to buy a day ticket on the
Red Line (Union Station to North Hollywood Station) and
do one of two things: 

Get off the subway at every station and take a tour of the
historical sites near the station.  Or

Get off the train at each station and view the art work at
each.  Forward-thinking planners of the Metro system
created Metro’s Art Department in 1989, and one half of
one percent of construction cost was designated to pay
artists for original art work.

The first choice allows you to see a cross section of
architectural attractions between downtown and North
Hollywood.  Chances are that you may have to ride the
subway more than one day if you want to see all that is to
be seen near each station.

Before getting on the train at Union Station, and
depending on your interests and staying power, the
following venues are available: Union Station itself, 
Olvera Street, Los Angeles City Hall.

At the Pershing Square Station (which is next):
Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Grand Central Market, Oviatt

Building, with enough leg strength, you can even see the
Los Angeles Central Library.

7th St.-Metro Center is next.  This station is better for
viewing the art than to go outside.  Much of what made
Seventh Street famous is gone, but you can still admire 
the buildings of “what used to be.” Barker Bros., May
Company, Bullock’s Downtown, Foreman and Clark,
Pantages/Warner Bros. Theater, Los Angeles Athletic Club
(still there).

Next is Hollywood/Vine Station, with mainly the
Hollywood Walk of Fame, which extends through to
Hollywood & Highland (you might walk there), where there
is the large complex of the Kodak Theatre, current home of
the Oscars, just prior to coming to Grauman’s Chinese
Theatre with its famous foot and hand prints of celebrities.

Next, Universal City Station you might want to see on
some other day, since Universal Studios is such a huge
complex that it could take most of a day to to see it.

North Hollywood Station is the end of Red Line.  There
are many new galleries, shops and eating places here and
the Art Deco El Portal Theatre.  

Enjoy!

Take Metro’s Red Line, 
View Some L.A. Sites

Olvera Street Angels Flight
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ENDEAVOUR COMES HOME
The space ship Endeavour was built largely
in Palmdale, thus its final resting place at
the California Science Center for all to view
seems appropriate.

The space ship had arrived in Los Angeles in
September, carried piggy-back by a plane
less sophisticated and more earthbound 
than its load, circling Southern California
majestically for the city to see it before
finally being deposited for a temporary stay
at LAX.  There its “26th Mission” began on
October 12 and ended at Exposition Park
three days later, 16 hours late, after inching
along the 12-mile journey.  Thousands of spectators, often
ten deep along the route, cheered it on, with people
staying up all night to see a bit of history.

The trip along L.A.’s streets was more difficult even than
anticipated.  Although more than 300 trees had been cut
down in anticipation, more had to be trimmed, all to be
replaced later by the California Science Center.  There were
other obstacles along the way that needed to be eliminated,
such as power lines that had to be rerouted.  There were
unanticipated maintenance stops for the 160-wheel trailer
that carried the 170,000-pound behemoth (five stories

high, with a wingspan of 78 feet) on streets that had
probably never experienced that much weight before.

The final verdict of the move was favorable by most
people’s and officials’ estimations, with no major injuries
or illegal activities along the way, considered by most as a
great community experience.

Its home temporarily is at the Samuel Oschin Air and
Space Center of the California Science Center, now
available for people to visit.

Wilshire Boulevard through MacArthur Park Bullocks Wilshire Building
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rumored that he met his future wife there, Wallis Simpson,
who lived in Coronado at the time.  Others included
Thomas Edison, L. Frank Baum (author of The Wizard of
Oz, who wrote many of his works there), Tom Mix,
Rudolph Valentino, Charlie Chaplin and Ramon Novarro,
and a large number of presidents – nearly 1/3 of them:
Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley, William Howard
Taft, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan,
George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and
Barak Obama.

A year or so prior to the Hotel Del Coronado, Santa
Monica’s firs luxury hostel opened: On January 24, 1887,
Hotel Arcadia opened its door officially with a gala ball.
With 200 rooms, it was the second-largest in Southern
California, outclassed – at the time – only by Pasadena’s
Raymond. 

It featured such amenities as a ballroom on the beach side,
bowling alley, dressing rooms, children’s play room, elegant
parlors, a second ballroom on the second floor, dining room,
two billiard rooms – one for the ladies and one for the
gentlemen – a glass-enclosed sun parlor, and a 200-foot
terrace facing the water.

Something special was a two-track “rollercoaster” which,
like today’s escalators, allowed guests to ride up and down
between the hotel and the beach below.

For many years, what many people remembered about the
Arcadia was an incident on September 3, 1903.  Col.
Griffith W. Griffith and his wife were packing to depart
the next day after a short stay there, when Griffith picked
up a gun and shot his wife in the face.  It disfigured and

blinded her, but she somehow survived even a leap out of
the window two stories onto the veranda roof.  Following
a sensational trial, Griffith spent two years in San Quentin.

Los Angeles’ answer to her sister cities came in 1906, when
one of the top architect of the era, John Parkinson, was
commissioned to design what became the playground of
the rich and famous of the time.  In 1911, he and partner
George Bergstrom added what made the Alexandria
Hotel the beloved hotel it became: Palm Court, also called
sometimes the Franco-Italian Dining Room, the Grand
Ballroom, or the Continental Room.  Its outstanding
feature: the stained-glass Tiffany skylight.

At the height of the hotel’s popularity, Presidents William
Howard Taft, Woodrow Wilson, and Gen. John J. Pershing
gave speeches there.  It is where Paul Whiteman, in 1919,
began his climb to the title “The Jazz King,” and the
Hollywood of the day held its most important balls.  
It was impressive in every way: Over 100 feet long and 
75 feet wide, its dozen crystal chandeliers lit up the space,
with softer lights located along the sides of the room. 

The Alexandria ruled L.A., and especially Hollywood,
until the Biltmore Hotel opened a few blocks away.  It was
Rudolph Valentino’s favorite place to dance, and drew such
other celebrities as Sarah Bernhardt, Enrico Caruso, and
Jack Dempsey, and Charlie Chaplin apparently had a suite
there.  The great Western star, Tom Mix, rode his horse
through the lobby.  Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks,
Charlie Chaplin and D.W. Griffith formed United Artists
there in 1919.  While visiting here, Presidents Theodore
Roosevelt, William Howard Taft and Woodrow Wilson
stayed there.  Russian ballet great Anna Pavlova was
honored there in 1915 at a dinner hosted by Mack Sennett.
In 1918, Japanese Vice Admiral Kantaro Suzuki pledged

Continued from page 1
Grandes Dames
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friendship with the U.S.; he was prime minister of that
nation at the time of its surrender to end World War II.

During WW II, the magnificent ceiling of the Palm Court
had to be painted over to prevent its becoming a target for
possible enemy aircraft.  In 2008, the Alexandria was
converted to apartments, following many years of decline.
The Palm Court had a day of glory just one more time
when in 1971 it was designated as Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument #80.

The Beverly Hills Hotel was built on Sunset Boulevard
100 years ago, two years before the City of Beverly Hills
existed.  Architect Elmer Grey designed it in the Spanish
or Mediterranean Revival style, that being popular at the
time, while landscape architect Wilbur David Cook 
applied his talents to the extensive grounds which feature
23 separate bungalows.  (The hotel is often called the 
BHH and Bungalows.)  It stood there for several years amid
acres of bean fields while Beverly Hills was growing up
around it.

Since May 12, 1912, the red carpet leading into the
chandeliered lobby has been crossed by celebrities from
Hollywood and Broadway, politicians, royalty from around
the world, musicians and actors, as well as just ordinary
people who could afford the price of staying there.  Many
Oscar and Grammy parties have been held there, as well as
notable weddings.

Built for $500,00 and first owned by Margaret Anderson,
it has gone through several owners since then.  Today, it is
part of the Dorchester Collection of nine luxury hotels in
the U.S. and Europe managed for the Sultan of Brunei.

One of the main points of interest is the Polo Lounge,
situated on the first floor of the main building.  Here,
people meet for social or business reasons for meals from
breakfast through dinner.  In 1972, the people in charge of
the Committee to Re-Elect the President (Richard Nixon)
were  staying there.  They were having breakfast in the 
Polo Lounge when Watergate burglar G. Gordon Liddy
placed a call to the deputy director, Jeb Stuart Magruder,
at his table.  Following the phone conversation, Magruder
went to the suite where U.S. Attorney General John
Mitchell was staying to discuss plans.  The logged and
charged calls later formed the basis of the evidence against
the Watergate participants of what was termed conspiracy
and obstruction of justice.

On a more pleasant note, Mary Pickford and Douglas
Fairbanks met there, billionaire Howard Hughes lived in
one of the bungalows on and off for 30 years, and Elizabeth
Taylor honeymooned in one of the bungalows with six of
her husbands.

Unlike many of the luxury hotels here and elsewhere, the
Beverly Hills Hotel does not seem to have any periods of
decline.

LOCAL ANNIVERSARIES
The Los Angeles City Council remembered an event 
that has had little general publicity: 80 years ago, James
Banning, with his mechanic, Thomas C. Allen, nicknamed
“Flying Hobos,” made a historic transcontinental flight
from L.A. to New York.  He was the first black aviator 
to make such a trip.  His great-nephew, Dr. Phil Hart, 
and his wife, Tonya, helped the councilmembers with the
observance.

One of the favorites in Griffith Park, the train museum,
Travel Town, turned 60 this year.  A number of people
helped celebrate the milestone with an open house at its
annual event.

And finally, Hancock Park Elementary School celebrated
its 75th birthday, with the help of Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge in whose district it is located on Fairfax,
close to 3rd Street.  The school is among the few public
elementary schools in California that have received a
Distinguished GreatSchools rating of 9 or 10.
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Editor’s Note: Briefly, by definition in the Los Angeles City
Charter, wherever the city council meets is the Los Angeles City
Hall.  In her unpublished book on all the city halls, your editor
wrote the following about the earliest sites where the common
council met beginning in 1850, the incorporation of Los Angeles.

During Spanish and Mexican rules, ayuntamientos
(councils) usually met in the alcalde’s (mayor’s) home.
There are references in literature that the Common
Council and the county’s Board of Supervisors may have
continued this practice for a while, or used the posh Bella
Union Hotel, but in July, 1851, the Benjamin Hayes
home on Main Street and Hayes Alley (also known as
Bridge and Turner streets) was leased.  Mayor during this
period were Alpheus P. Hodges (1850-1851), Benjamin
D. “Don Benito” Wilson (1851-1852, John G. Nichols
(1852-1853) and Antonio Coronel (1853-1854),

Negotiations were started in 1853 to purchase the Rocha
House, usually referred to as Los Angeles’s first city hall,
possibly because the city owned it.  The one-story adobe
with a red-tiled roof was on the northwest corner of 
New High (then Primavera, now Spring) Street and 
Court Street (also called Franklin Alley, Jail Street,
Franklin Street, now gone), across the street from the
current city hall.  Once owned by Antonio José Rocha 
it now belonged to John  Temple.  The contract, signed
August 9, 1853, during Mayor John G. Nichols’
administration, vested the city with 25% of the building
and lot.  Boyle Workman, son of Mayor William H.
Workman (1886-1888) describes the council room here as
“…dingy and dark, made darker by the porch across the
front.  However, it was considered quite elegant because
it had a floor, even thought that floor was of rough planks
which were not nailed…”

Rocha, typical of many early settlers, was a colorful figure.
A Portuguese sailor on the English Columbia, he was one
of 11 to desert ship in San Francisco in 1815.  All were
recaptured and deported, except Rocha, perhaps because
he was Catholic and may have spoken Spanish.  He got 
to Los Angeles and married Josefa Delores Alvarado, of a
wealthy Mexican family.  In 1828, he obtained the last
Mexican land grant, Rancho La Brea, with the provision
that all residents of Los Angeles were to have full rights
to the brea  (pitch, though popularly called tar), to
continue the age-old custom of using it to cover their
roofs.  The route used to get between the two sites was

along a rough path approaching today’s Wishire
Boulevard.

A large part of the rancho was bought by John Hancock
in 1860, apparently (records are unclear) with his brother,
Captain (self-appointed Major) Henry Hancock.  Poor
pubic records caused lawsuits over the ownership, with
President Ulysses S. Grant signing a patent confirming
it, on April 15, 1873, but it took a U.S. Supreme Court
decision in 1877 to make the title firm.  Henry served as
the city’s surveyor for some years.  His widow and their
son, G. Alan Hancock, later discovered oil, donated 17
acres to the county, including the famous La Brea Tar Pits
that are now part of the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County, and developed the residential are of
Hancock Park.

While Rocha was alive and owned the rancho, he lived in
the pueblo, with someone else managing the ranch.  John
Temple purchased the adobe and sold it to the city and
county in 1853.  Rocha built a large home in 1865, on
another rancho he owned, Rincon de los Bueyes, at today’s
2400 Shenandoah Street, Los Angeles Historic-Cultural
Monument # 13.

On October 10, 1854, the county deeded to the city a
strip of land at the front of the property to “build” a
street; this might indicate that Spring was one of the
earlier Los Angeles streets to be given a semblance of a
roadway.  The common council gave up its interest in this
building by passing an ordinance on May 26, 1883 for
the sale of the jail at the rear, for $12,000; it was sold at
auction on August 3 for $14,400.

The Earliest Prior L.A. City Halls

tidbit of History
According to author Tom Zimmerman in his book,
“Paradise Promoted,” the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce referred to L.A. prior to 1919 as “B.G.”
-Before Goodyear.  “It was the first major eastern
manufacturer to open a new facility in the Angel
City.”

Firestone and Goodrich came next, making L.A. the
second-largest producer of rubber products; Akron,
Ohio, was first.
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L.A. Noir
L.A. NOIR: The Struggle for the Soul of America’s Most Seductive City, by John Buntin.  New York: Harmony Books,
2009.  420 pp.  Illustrations, Notes, Select Bibliography, Index.  Paper, $16.00.

by Abraham Hoffman

John Buntin has written a fascinating work that offers
a dual biography and an exploration of the underside
of Los Angeles from the 1920s to the 1960s.  The
sunshine side extolled a paradise for real estate
investment, business opportunities, and endless
sunshine to be enjoyed by a largely Protestant
population.  But there was a darker side that the
community’s political and business leaders preferred
to ignore—minorities, working-class people, vice
(prostitution, gambling, liquor during the
Prohibition era), corrupt politicians, and an equally
corrupt Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD).

The subjects of the dual biography are William H.
Parker, chief of the LAPD 1950-1966, and Meyer
Harris “Mickey” Cohen, professional gangster with
underworld connections, the city’s most notorious
mobster.  Parker (1905-1966), a native of
Deadwood, South Dakota, joined the LAPD in
1926.  It was a time of police corruption on a 
grand scale.  Justice was dispensed on a selective
basis, the white business community receiving
preferential treatment, the poor and nonwhite
population clubbed and beaten when it tried to
unionize or complain about the graft or the openly
tolerated criminality.

Mickey Cohen (1913-1976) came from Brooklyn,
New York, to Brooklyn Avenue in Boyle Heights,
the working-class neighborhood east of the Los
Angeles River.  Cohen, who didn’t get much past
the third grade, started his life of crime early,
attempting at age nine to rob a theater.  He became
a protégé of Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel, moving from
a small-time stickup man to a dominant position
in book-making, gambling, and other rackets.  His
heyday lasted from the 1940s to the late 1950s.
During that period Cohen appeared regularly in the
city’s newspapers on arrests ranging from assault
and battery to murder.  Amazingly, Cohen managed
to avoid convictions almost all of the time until
done in by the Internal Revenue Service.

Cohen’s weak spot was his penchant for behavior
that made him a favorite for newspapers eager to
sell their papers to a public that enjoyed reading
about high-profile underworld characters.  A flashy
dresser, Cohen liked seeing his picture in the papers
as he escorted starlets to night clubs and boxing
matches.  He made a fortune in the rackets but
failed to report his true income to the IRS.

Eventually, his reluctance to pay his income taxes
resulted in two prison terms, the second of which
put him away for ten years in federal penitentiaries.
When he was released in 1972 he was a broken
man, literally in his being crippled from a beating
by a crazed convict.

Bill Parker had a longer career, his straight-arrow
conduct a contrast to the rampant police corruption
of bribes, payoffs, and brutality.  He served with
honor in World War II, wounded in the Normandy
invasion.  On his return to the LAPD he rose to the
position of police chief in 1950.  Parker was finally in
a position to purge the police force of dishonest cops,
and he created a professionalized police force that
contrasted with the tolerance of vice in the heyday of
Police Chief James “Two Gun” Davis or the scandals
that beset Parker’s predecessor, C.B. Horrall.

Unfortunately for Parker, his flaws could get in the
way of his virtues.  He was an alcoholic.  In creating
an image of the LAPD as virtuous knights as
portrayed in the radio and TV series Dragnet, Parker
refused to accept any criticism of his police force,
especially when that criticism came from African
Americans.  Incidents of police brutality were
whitewashed, and even such political leaders as 
Tom Bradley and Billy Mills, black members of 
the Los Angeles City Council, were stymied in
trying to reform the LAPD.  Despite growing
tensions between blacks and whites in Los Angeles,
Parker insisted that the city was a model of positive
race relations.  When the Watts Riot erupted in
1965 Parker, already in ill health, failed to deal with
the issues that prompted the event, claiming that
Communist agitators had provoked ignorant blacks
into rioting.

Buntin includes much more rich detail than just the
biographies of two flawed figures.  He relates Los
Angeles history in a way that makes his readers realize
just what mystery writers such as Raymond Chandler,
Walter Mosley, and Michael Connelly have depicted
in their novels: Los Angeles is not a city with images
of pulp fiction; for much of the 20th century, it was
pulp reality.  Readers will find this book entertaining
as well as informative, a page-turner with heavy doses
of vice, murder, and corruption.

Abraham Hoffman teaches history at Los
Angeles Valley College.

B
O

O
K

 R
E

V
IE

W
B

O
O

K
 R

E
V

IE
W

 LACHS Nwsltr Nov2012 Final_Layout 1  10/31/12  2:23 PM  Page 16



Los Angeles City
HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

P.O. Box 862311
Los Angeles, CA 90086-2311

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Do Not Forward
Address Corrections Requested

 LACHS Nwsltr Nov2012 Final_Layout 1  10/31/12  2:23 PM  Page 1


