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Bringing the Olympics Home
by AnnA sklAr

It began as it had so many times before. After its glori-
ous and successful 1932 Olympic Games, Los Angeles 
tried and failed many times to bring the Olympic 

Games back to Los Angeles. But in 1974, despite over-
whelming odds that the 1980 Games would go to Moscow, 
Los Angeles put in a determined effort to 
win back the Games. 

Anton Calleia, Mayor Tom Bradley’s 
Chief Administrative Assistant, was the 
city’s liaison in bids for the 1980 Games 
and the 1984 Games. From the very be-
ginning, Calleia said, “Tom insisted that 
the city would not assume any financial 
obligation to host the Games.” This 
would become a major concern for all 
those involved in the final decision about 
the Games.

In October 1974, Calleia recalls, “I 
went to Europe on an Olympics mis-
sion, reconnoitering sites in Lucerne, 
Monaco, Vienna, and Munich. Initially,” 
he added, “we went to Munich to see 
what that city had done in hosting the 
1972 Olympics. We went to Montreal 
to see what they were doing for the 1976 
Games. Both visits were in preparation 
for our competition with Moscow for 
the 1980 Games, but the information we 
gathered served us well in our bid for the 
1984 Olympics.”

After the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) awarded the Games 
to Moscow, Los Angeles began a deter-
mined effort to win the 1984 Games. At  
 

 
first, it seemed an easy win. After all, Tehran, Iran was the 
only competition at the time, but soon dropped out in 
late 1977 during the turmoil of the pre-revolution days 
that eventually toppled the regime of the Shah, leaving Los 
Angeles as the only contender for the 1984 Games.

Soon, however, it became evident that the effort to win 

Mayor Bradley and Lord Killanin signing 
the contract for the 1984 Olympics in 

October 1978

continued on page 3
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President’s Message

Greetings everyone. This edition of the LACHS 
newsletter marks a transition point for 

LACHS. This is the first edition under the edi-
torship of Anna Sklar. Ms. Sklar is no stranger to 
LACHS. She is a past board member of LACHS, 
has been an occasional contributor to the news-
letter, and was the recipient of an LACHS spon-
sored Haynes Foundation Grant in support of her 
research and authorship of Underneath the City 
of Los Angeles: A History of the City Sewer System, 
1850-2005.

From the moment Anna accepted the editor-
ship of the newsletter she was envisioning format 
and stylistic changes that I believe will greatly 
enhance our publication. We are fortunate that 
Anna has agreed to take on this responsibility and 
I hope you like the new look of this newsletter.

Meanwhile the work of LACHS continues. 
We are hard at work planning our gala; our 2013 
Marie Northrop Lecture Series concluded in June 
and we are beginning work on planning the 2014 
series; our programs continue; and we are brain-
storming new projects and functions to continue 
to preserve and disseminate the history of Los 
Angeles.

I hope you and your families are enjoying this 
summer season and I look forward to seeing you 
at future events.

Thank you all for your continued support of 
LACHS.

Sincerely,
Todd Gaydowski, President

And Now, a Word from Our Newsletter Committee

Anna looks forward to the challenge of editing the 
newsletter. You’ll notice the “new look” from our 

chosen designer, Amy Inouye. We look forward to 
readers’ participation via Letters to the Editor  
(editor@lacityhistory.org). Give us some feedback!!!

We will publish letters to the editor as a regular 
feature in the future. Letters may be edited for space.

We are also interested in member-written articles. 
If you are interested in submitting an article for  

 
publication, please send a brief abstract of story idea to 
editor@lacityhistory.org. We will read all submission 
ideas and letters. 

Also, please let us know of any subjects you’d like 
us to cover. 

 
 —Kay Tornborg, Newsletter Committee
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the games would become a cold war of brinkmanship.  
There were many players in the game. They included recal-
citrant city council members worried that the city would 
incur huge expenses. Presenting the case for the Games 
were Mayor Tom Bradley and John Argue, President of the 
Southern California Committee for the Olympic Games 
(SCCOG), who headed up a team that included Council 
President John Ferraro, filmmaker David Wolper, who 
had earlier made a film promoting L.A.’s bid for the 1976 
Games, and Anton Calleia. The IOC was convinced they 
should retain control of the Games, especially financial 
control. There were dozens of often-unknown players 
behind the scenes, and then there was the wild card in the 
bunch, Los Angeles Times reporter Kenneth Reich, who 
would eventually write more than 1,600 news reports 
about the city’s efforts, most of which were extremely neg-
ative, and capitalized on a variety of anonymous sources. 
An early poll of Los Angeles voters determined that seventy 
percent wanted the Games, but only thirty-five percent 
would support the bid if tax dollars were used.

Dr. Andrew Strenk, a Gold Medal swimmer and 
historian, wrote the initial report on the history of the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games for the Los Angeles Olympic Or-
ganizing Committee (LAOOC), which eventually became 
the non-profit, private corporation that would support the 

1984 Olympic Games. Reich’s “highly critical and skeptical 
coverage,” he wrote, “was one of the few vehicles of infor-
mation available to the average citizen.” 

So, while many Angelenos were unconvinced by Brad-
ley and Calleia’s insistence that the games would not use 
taxpayer dollars, Reich’s articles contributed to the passage 
of two major limits on the bid for the games. In December 
1977, the city council passed an ordinance restricting any 
use of city funds for the Olympics. In November 1978, 
voters overwhelmingly approved Proposition N, a ballot 
measure that “prohibited expenditure of any city funds 
without a legally-binding guarantee of reimbursement.”

The November ballot issue sealed the deal that Mayor 
Bradley and the SCCOG had promised in early 1977. 
IOC officials added confusion and uncertainty because of 
their continued fears that they would lose control of the 
games if Los Angeles refused to accept their oversight. They 
continued to withhold final approval of a contract with 
Los Angeles. “Controlling revenue was the key,” Calleia 
noted. “The games had become a political nightmare. The 
Olympic contract was the key thing because we had better 
wherewithal to negotiate TV rights than the IOC did.”

The nightmare that Calleia described began in earnest 
in May 1978 in Athens, where the IOC would announce 
the winner of the 1984 Olympics. By this time the SC-
COG had obtained the volunteer public relations efforts of 

Rene A. Henry, partner and co-founder 
of an internationally recognized world-
wide public relations firm, ICPR. To 
counter the heavily negative coverage in 
Los Angeles by Reich, Henry was highly 
successful in placing positive stories 
about Los Angeles in the international 
press that resulted in a shift of opinion 
among many of the sports federations 
and influential sports columnists. 

Bob Ronka, a newly elected Los 
Angeles councilman, was originally a 
member of the negotiating team with 
Mayor Bradley and Anton Calleia. He 
had, however, been shunted aside from 
actual negotiations with Lord Killanin, 
and other leaders of the IOC. This was 
due in no small part because of Ronka’s 
constant press conferences bemoaning 
what he thought would be a giveaway by 
the city in the Olympic contract. Henry 
told Monique Berlioux, director of the 
IOC, that Ronka had crashed the IOC 
press conferences and was holding his 
own press conferences at the back of the 

continued from page 1

continued on page 4
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secured credentialed IOC room. Berlioux then had him 
removed from the room.

Bradley’s team of negotiators held frequent meetings 
on how to convince the IOC to bend its rules. The primary 
issue of contention between the IOC and L.A. was the de-
termination by the IOC that it “would have joint complete 
financial responsibility for the games,” and that all partic-
ipants shall “accept the supreme authority of the IOC and 
shall be bound by its rules and submit to its jurisdiction.” 
The city was determined to have final veto power over the 
IOC rules.

The LA group had meetings at least once a day in a 
suite at the Grande Bretagne Hotel. The group had arrived 
over the weekend, but Bradley was in Germany for oth-
er business meetings and Lord Killanin, president of the 
IOC, told Argue and Calleia that the mayor was needed in 
Athens. Calleia called Bradley who then cut short his trip 
and arrived a few days later. Killanin arranged meetings 
for Bradley with important voting members of the IOC. 
So as not to let the Soviets know of the meetings, the two 
went in and out of freight elevators of the hotels where the 
decision makers were staying.

During one meeting Ronka tried to crash it and was 
met at the door by Calleia who told him, “You’re not wel-
come.” Ronka maintained he had a right to come in. Ac-
cording to Henry, Calleia then said, “You step inside that 
door and I’ll punch you out.” Ronka didn’t come into the 
room, but later went on a radio talk show and denounced 
the mayor’s deputy for threatening him. 

When Ronka returned to Los Angeles he held a press 
conference and denounced the negotiations. He insisted 
that Bradley and Calleia were “innocents abroad” who had 
been “double-crossed by landed gentry and brittle, archaic, 
arcane aristocrats.” This was an odd charge against Calleia, 
who was a native of Malta, a country in the Mediterranean 
that was not unfamiliar with devious political plotting. 
In the final city council vote later that year in October, 
Ronka was one of four council members who voted against 
the contract, but it was nevertheless approved, squeaking 
through with eight necessary votes for approval.

In the meantime, Henry was told that the IOC was 
only one or two votes away from giving the games to Los 
Angeles. Horst Dassler, president of the French athletic 
shoe company Adidas, was in Athens along with several 
other European sports leaders. Dassler was considered the 
godfather of international sports.  

Henry said, “Horst made a point of asking me how 
badly does Los Angeles want the games? The IOC is going 
to turn it down, the Soviets have run an effective campaign 
against Los Angeles.” Dassler told Henry that he had to 

meet with Thomas Keller who was the president of the 
General Association of the International Sports Federations 
(GAISF), which conducted all sports at the Olympics. 
Keller also represented Swiss Timing, which had done most 
of Olympic timing events in the past. Henry said he ”knew 
Tom, but wasn’t clear about his role behind the scenes.” 
Henry was told that Horst “would set up a meeting with 
you and Tom and if you can work it out, everyone will be 
happy. So I went to Bradley, John, and Anton and said, 
‘What do I have authority to do?’ They replied that what-
ever deal you make we will support you whatever you get.” 

Henry met with Keller and Charles Palmer, in a disco 
at the Athens Hilton. Palmer was head of the international 
Judo Federation and vice-president of GAISF. In many spy 
movies, people will turn on loud music so conversations 
can’t be taped. The three men wanted to make certain that 
no one they were unaware of would overhear their discus-
sion. “So we walk to the center of the disco dance floor,” 
Henry said, “where the music is blaring, we almost have 
to shout in each other’s ears so no one would notice.” It’s 
somewhat remarkable that no one noticed three men in the 
middle of the dance floor not dancing. But the nightclub 
was crowded, and this was Athens, after all. 

Henry told me that Keller then said, “You want the 
games, I want a guarantee that Swiss Timing will be the 
Olympic official timer, if not, you’ll be bankrupt before the 
games begin. You have to have approval from my people 
to conduct sports in any venue, and we’ll insist that L.A. 
build all new sports facilities.” Henry replied, “Tom, don’t 
worry, it will be done.” 

When Henry reported back to Bradley, Argue and 
Calleia about the agreement he had made with Keller, he 
says, “they were pleased and said ‘no problem.’” The next 
morning Henry noted, “the GAISF, with Keller presiding, 
unanimously recommended that the IOC approve LA’s 
bid, which it did.”

The May 1978 approval by the IOC was provisional, 
with the IOC continuing to demand that L.A. concede 
to the IOC rules. In July, Mayor Bradley threatened to 
withdraw the city’s bid unless it was given freedom from 
financial liability, with the LAOOC being the primary 
financial body responsible for the Games. On October 10, 
the IOC withdrew its objections and announced that it 
had ratified the contract with Los Angeles, under the terms 
set by Bradley.

The November 1978 ballot measure limiting taxpayers’ 
liability served only to confirm Mayor Bradley’s cold war 
victory over the IOC. Although Timex and other watch 
manufacturers did attempt to win a contract for timing of 
the Games, the Swiss firm of Longines Wittnauer, a mem-
ber of Keller’s Swiss Timing group, won the contract. ★

continued from page 3



August 2013 Los Angeles City Historical Society 5

Organizing the Games
by AnnA sklAr

Jay Flood was one of the first commissioners that 
Olympics President Peter Ueberroth hired in 1980. 
Ueberroth, a travel company businessman, had been 

hired in 1979 by the organization that eventually ran the 
Games, the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee 
(LAOOC), appointed by Mayor Bradley in May 1978. The 
1984 Olympics set a milestone: they were the first games 
to be solely produced and funded by private organiza-
tions, and they were the first since the Los Angeles Olym-
pic Games of 1932 to ring up a profit. The Organizing 
Committee realized a surplus of $235 
million, forty percent of which went to 
the U.S. Organizing Committee; forty 
percent went to the LAOOC to sup-
port the development of amateur sports 
in Southern California and twenty 
percent to national governing bodies of 
Olympic sports in the U.S. 

Much of the success of the 1984 
Olympics was due to the work of the 
commissioners, nine of whom were 
appointed in 1980 by Ueberroth. 
Eventually twenty-three commissioners 
would oversee the efforts of thousands 
of volunteers. Flood and Ueberroth 
had been friends for decades and Flood 
said they met by chance in Lake Placid 
in 1980. “I was designing ski resorts at the time and had 
checked into the Lake Placid Lodge. Peter was with Harry 
Usher [who later became Ueberroth’s right-hand man for 
the games] in the lobby. We didn’t recognize each other at 
first, but then it was, “What the hell are you doing here?” 
Flood said that Ueberroth told him “I’ve got an idea about 
organizing the games.” He contacted me a month later 
and explained that he wanted commissioners who were 
ex-athletes who had started and ran their own successful 
businesses. The point was to put the athletes point-of-view 
first in terms of managing the games.” Flood agreed on the 
spot to join the team.

Flood and I recently spoke about his experiences upon 
joining the Olympic team. “It changed my life,” he said. 
“I was a medium-sized architect and now had to run an 
operation of enormous size. I had to make decisions, be 
decisive, and it became a continuation of my life, how to 
make decisions and live.” 

Flood was responsible for program planning and oper-
ation of aquatic events that included 2,000 volunteers,  

 
1,200 athletes and 500,000 spectators under his supervi-
sion. In addition, he developed the programs and plans for 
the UCLA Olympic Village and the tennis and gymnastic 
venues.

The only additional facilities they built for the 1984 
Games, he said, “were two new pools at USC and a  
shooting range out in the middle of nowhere.” Flood su-
pervised the design and construction of the Olympic pools 
at USC, which he noted are still in use, although being 
renovated at this time. He’s now doing the same for the 
University of California at Berkeley. 

“There was an esprit de corps among all the volunteers. 
We had a mission,” Flood said. “I decid-
ed to get the best people and agree on 
the goals. I felt that we just gave them a 
goal and got the hell out of the way and 
let them do it.” He added, “It was fairly 
simple. Everyone wanted to buy in. It 
was like being on a high school football 
team.” He and his team later had four 
practice Olympic events in 1983, to 
ensure that all the standards would be 
met. 

Only months before the Games, 
in May, the Soviet Union announced it 
would boycott the Games in retaliation 
for the U.S. boycott of the games in 
Moscow in 1980. “The Chinese and 
Roumanians ignored the boycott and 

participated in the Games. Two men from China saw the 
hole where we were building the 50-meter pool and said, 
‘we don’t have a 50-meter pool in China. But wait until 
the next Olympics.’” Twenty-four years later, the Chinese 
hosted one of the most elaborate and spectacular Olym-
pic Games in Olympic history. And the main pool at the 
Beijing Aquatics Center was, by all sporting accounts, the 
fastest pool in the world and resulted in twenty-five new 
world records. 

“Doctors were ushers,” Flood said. “It was a defining 
moment for me professionally. My people were the nation-
al governing group who provided runners, officials, and 
standards for the Olympics. We had to make sure that all 
standards were met.” He turned eighty in July 2013 and 
added, “I had a passion and still do. The friends I made 
during such an opportunity lasted.” Someone told him not 
to forget that the Olympics would be over and “you will 
still have a life. Don’t do anything for two weeks because 
you’ll be depressed.” So, he said, “I went to Hawaii for two 
 continued on page 6 

Jay Flood (left) receiving an award 
from the International Swimming 

Federation.
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continued from page 5 
months to decompress.” He and Ueberroth continue to see 
each other three or four times a year.

Although he has retired from his directorship of his ar-
chitectural firm, Flood has continued to stay busy. He was 
a Director and is now Chairman Emeritus of the Board of 
Yosemite National Institutes, now known as Nature Bridge. 

2010 Jay Flood, second from right, front row 
with fellow Water Polo Champions.

Nature Bridge is a non-profit educational 
corporation with six campuses located in 
Yosemite National Park and Marin Coun-
ty in California, and Olympic National 
Park in Washington. Flood said, “We have 
provided educational opportunities for over 
one million young athletes over the past 
forty-one years.” As a past Executive Board 
member of the United States Olympic 
Committee, his responsibilities includ-
ed analysis and planning of the USOC 
Olympic Training Centers in Lake Placid, 

New York, Colorado Springs, Colorado and the 150-acre, 
$90-million Training Center in San Diego of which he 
was a director. He was also a founding Director of the Los 
Angeles Sports Council and was the Director of the Los 
Angeles Sports Festival 1991. Flood is a two-time national 
water polo champion, a member of the USA Water Polo 
Hall of Fame, and of the Olympic Club Hall of Fame. ★
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LACHS Does Boyle Heights
by kAy tornborg

Since I see Boyle Heights as a visitor, it was thrilling to 
have a ‘Kodak Moment’ day (remember film????) in 
mid-February to explore this low-key and welcoming 

neighborhood just east of Downtown. Getting there was 
uneventful and parking was easy: we’re set!!!!

Our group of 22 met on the sidewalk outside the 
Breed Street Shul with our always interesting guide, Boyle 
Heights native Abe Hoffman. We congregated in the 1915 
original wood frame building recently rehabilitated as an 
arts, educational and cultural center. After viewing archival 
photos of the Shul and the neighborhood of long ago, Abe 
brought Boyle Heights alive with his recollections about 
school, his home, his mother, and his quirky and amusing 
experiences growing up in the area.

We moved from the cultural center to the Shul 
(1923), still a hard-hat area. Our guide was Sherry Marks, 
Executive Director of the Breed Street Shul project and an 
informed interpreter of all that had already happened to 
the semi-restored Shul and all that will happen. The paint 
is still peeling but the ceiling is pristine, the rain no longer 
comes in, most of the stained glass windows are restored, 
and the vision of the restoration-to-come hovers in the air.

We gathered our vehicles and drove down Cesar 
Chavez Avenue to Evergreen Cemetery, the oldest existing 
cemetery in LA, which is actually anything but ‘evergreen.’ 
However, being February, the landscape was little less  
 

 
parched than usual.

We visited monuments for the Lankershim, Van 
Nuys, Hollenbeck and Workman families, the Chinese 
Shrine built in 1888, the Pacific Coast Showmen’s 
Association markers and a huge section for many Nisei-
Second Generation Japanese Americans including Sadao 
Munemori, the first Japanese American soldier to receive 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. Little groups lingered 
over their favorites.

We then repaired to Cemitas Poblanas Elvirita, a TV-
dominated Mexican eatery adjacent to Evergreen that far 
outstripped its plain interior. The cemitas (sandwiches) 
were ample and tasty, as were the tacos, burritos and 
chicken specialties. Service was prompt and we were soon 
back in our caravan, wending west towards Mariachi 
Square and, ultimately, the Neighborhood Music School.

For fans of appealing ‘gingerbread’ Victorians, the 
Neighborhood Music School is a winner. Originally 
founded in 1914 on Mozart Street (how appropriate!), 
it was incorporated in 1936 as a non-profit dedicated 
to providing music instruction for all members of the 
community. It moved to its present site, on Boyle Avenue, 
in 1947.

We were given a tour of the very Victorian downstairs: 
kitchen, tiny offices and parlor/dinner room, now home to 
a huge grand piano. Their Administrator, Wendy Kikkert, 
gave us the history of the school and Bernard Leon, the 
Office Manager (who has been at NMS since he was a 
child) created an excellent depiction of music studies in a 

home-like atmosphere.
On the way out of the 

neighborhood we all drove 
slowly by the beautiful 
Hollenbeck Park and made 
our way back to downtown 
LA and beyond.

Addendum: LA Times’ 
Restaurant critic, Jonathan 
Gold, included “our” 
luncheon spot, Cemitas 
Poblanas Elvirita, in his 
Saturday, May 4th list of 14 
Best Mexican Restaurants 
in LA. ★

Renovated Boyle Heights 
Hotel @ Mariachi Square. 
Photo by Kay Tornberg
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Irene Tresun: 
A Tiny Lady with a Big Heart (1919-2013)

By mICHAel loCke

She had a ready smile and a twinkle 
in her eye; from the very first time 
I laid eyes on her I imagined her to 

be a woman of sophistication and impor-
tance. She was “holding court” at one of 
the (Los Angeles City) Historical Society 
dinners when Hynda Rudd grabbed me 
by the arm and said, “There’s somebody 
I’d like you to meet!” She promptly sat 
me down next to Irene, and for the rest 
of the evening I became “hooked” by her 
wit and charm; seldom had I met anyone 
with such a positive outlook and appre-
ciation for life. It came as quite a shock 
to learn of her passing this past March. 
In her honor and in her memory, I’d like 
to recount for you a brief history of her life:

She was born in the Ukraine on April 15, 1919 about 
the time volunteer army troops were carrying out the 
massacre of Jews during the Kiev pogroms. When she 
was only six, her father died from influenza; she and her 
brother Tally were adopted by a second cousin, a U.S. 
citizen whom her mother had recently married. The family 
moved around a bit, first to Germany then, in succession, 
to Brussels, New York, Vienna and back to Germany. In 
1933 as Hitler began his reign of terror, they felt the neces-
sity of leaving for good and returned to New York. After 
graduating from high school in 1935, they established a 
permanent home in Los Angeles. She attended UCLA and 
received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Languages and 
International Relations in 
1939. During the (Second 
World) war, she performed 
double duty as a volun-
teer in the Army’s Aircraft 

Warning Service while working for the 
Los Angeles Civil Service Department. 
Although she never married, her life 
was not without romance. While still 
an undergraduate student, she read in 
the Daily Bruin that her fiancé had been 
killed in a hunting accident the day 
before. Irene was engaged twice more, 
on both occasions to pilots. The first was 
killed flying en route to Los Angeles. An 
engagement ring he had planned to give 
to his beloved was pulled from his shirt 
pocket. Later, in the 1960s, she became 
engaged again to a pilot who passed 
away from cancer.

After the war, her professional life 
included a 16-year stint with the Los 
Angeles Unified School District. By 

the eighties she was working as an independent personnel 
consultant. Her clients included the Southern California 
Rapid Transit District (SCRTD) and Glendale College. 
She “retired” in 1999, but was busier than ever. She was a 
board member and president of the Los Angeles City His-
torical Society and served the organization as editor of the 
newsletter and chair of the Northrop Lecture Series, a vital 
educational opportunity we still enjoy today. She started 
volunteering for the Los Angeles Conservancy in 1981 as 
a docent on downtown walking tours. The Conservancy’s 
newsletter (Los Angeles Conservancy News, May-June 2013) 
stated, “She remained a steadfast supporter and volunteer, 
from hosting meetings to manning reception tables—al-

ways dressed to the nines. 
She was a joy and an inspi-
ration.” Our lives have been 
enriched beyond measure be-
cause of Irene Tresun and her 
gift of love to Los Angeles. ★

Irene Tresun and Brett Arena. Photo by Michael Locke

Irene Tresun
Photo by Michael Locke
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Jack Forbes – 
A Force in the Native California Community

THe eAgLe RoCk
I cry out From the top of the sacred Eagle Rock Place of refuge of my youth
I cry out For Hahamonga or Glendale For Azusanaga or Azusa For Tujunga For Cahuenga For Tachonanga or Newhall For 
Pacoinga or Pacoima For Topanga For Suanga or Long Beach For Great Pubuna or Alamitos

For all that has been trampled Under your banks and towers And disneylands
Riots will be your fate El-lay Until you find Ya Because Ya Is your reality
Ya is su pasado Ya is su ahora! Los Anglees de yanga Ya-Town! Yanga ay yay yay!

 —Jack Forbes, May 1992.

As an ongoing effort to print material about the multi-cultural history of Los Angeles, we introduce, in this issue, 
two reprints from News From Native California, a publication of Heyday Press, which began in 1989, but may be 
unknown to our members. A note about the poem’s format: we have retained both the capitalization and spelling of 
words in the original poem

Native American writer, scholar and political activist, Forbes 
died in 2011. One of the many obituaries written about him 
is an abbreviated one reprinted below.

Born January 7, 1934, Jack Forbes lived an eventful 
life and left behind a visible and profound legacy. 
His impact was extensive. He earned his Ph.D. in 

history from the University of Southern California in 1959 
with a doctoral dissertation, The Apache, Navaho, and 
Spaniard that was published in 1960.

Forbes went on to write numerous books and journal 
articles that contributed extensively to our understanding 
of Native American history.

In 1970, Jack co-founded Deganawidah-Quetzalcoatl 
University, more commonly known as DQ University, 
California’s only tribal college, located near Davis, Califor-
nia, which still exists. Native America now has thirty-five 
tribal colleges, which enroll approximately 33 percent of 
the Native American postsecondary population. All were 
founded as a result of Forbes’ tireless efforts on behalf of 
Native American history.

In addition to his significant scholarship, Forbes 
provided an important voice in the 1975 documentary The 
Broken Treaty at Battle Mountain (narrated by Robert Red-
ford), in which he asserted that the tribal people in Nevada 
were legally entitled to roughly 85 percent of the land base 
in the state. He emerged as one of the founding leaders of 
the Native American Studies movement and in the 1960s, 
he advocated for the establishment of a Native American 

subject matter field. After the political times-affirmative 
action of the takeover of Alcatraz Island and the larger stu-
dent protest movements of the 60s, he and several others 
were able to establish Native American Studies programs at 
different universities, including the NAS program at UC 
Davis and the creation of NAS programs at UCLA, UC 
Berkeley, and the University of Minnesota. ★

Courtesy of News from Native California, Summer 2011, 
Vol. 24 Issue 4. Originally Printed in El-Lay Riots: Memo-
rias de Ya Town and Home Boy Poems, Kahonkok Press, 
Bandon Oregon. 

Welcome to New Members
Angela DiMascio of Granada Hills

Charles Johnson of Ojai

Dennis Kelly of San Francisco

Erica Hahn of Monrovia

Kathleen Blanche of La Canada

Mary Mallory of Studio City

Mike Cesnero of Pasadena

Paul Tolbert of Upland
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World War II Eyewitness Accounts 
at Los Angeles Public Library

by kAy tornborg

The second of LACHS 21st Annual Marie Northrup Lecture 
Series took place as scheduled, Saturday, May 4, 2013, despite 
the passing, in mid-March, of the star attraction, our beloved 
Irene Tresun.

She had been scheduled to speak on personal notes 
from her wartime experiences with the Aircraft 
Warning Service. In the best show-must-go-

on tradition, of which Irene would have approved, 
LACHS board member John E. Fisher stepped on the 
stage and delivered Irene’s recollections, accompanied 
by scrolling photos of various aspects of the civilian 
volunteer organization and the frightening local events 
in the months after Pearl Harbor (December 7, 1941). 
A headline on February 25th screamed “Air Battle Rages 
Over Los Angeles,” followed up by “One plane reported 
downed on Vermont Avenue by gunfire.” The attack and 
downed planes were the results of inventive reporting after 
American anti-aircraft guns opened up on a non-existent 
attack, apparently touched off by sighting of unknown 
lights in the sky, supposedly unidentified aircraft, which 
was triggered by “jittery nerves,” according to the Secretary 
of the Navy. A spectacular anti-aircraft barrage resulted in 
American unexploded shells and shrapnel hitting homes. 
No planes were downed.

Irene, a mere 23 years old 
at the time (and very fetching!) 
recorded that and a lot more, 
which made for a spirited 
presentation.

Fisher, who chairs the 
committee that selects the umbrella 
topic and the speakers, came before 
the second speaker, film maker and 
documentarian Douglas Johnson, 
who offered up three amazingly 
different views of the war through  

 
the eyes of George Lewison, Walter Zaridian and Marilyn 
Okamoto.

Lewison worked at Bendix and was charged with 
changing out the electronics on airplane microphones 
and headsets at Douglas Aircraft so they would work with 
US Army Air Force and Navy equipment; the planes had 
originally been intended for Britain.

Zaridian worked at Hollman Knitting Mills, which 
made sweaters for pilots, the style of which is familiar to 
any flea market or surplus store shopper. He showed the 
one he retained, although the government took all the 
sweaters from the factory after the war.

Marilyn Okamoto, a Nisei (born to Japanese parents 
who were from Japan) had probably the most surprising 
story. Marilyn, in her late teens at the time, was sent with 
her family to Tule Lake where, she remembers, there were 
dances, group activities and the somewhat comforting fact 
of being “one big family.”

Johnson is compiling similar oral histories for his 
documentary about The War Effort Los Angeles, during the 
early years of WWII. His focus is on what it was like to live 
here at a time when the threat of a Japanese attack was real 
and likely.

A salute to LACHS Entertainment Committee chair 
Don Esacove for his customary spread after the lecture, 
when attendees enjoyed reviewing what they’d just heard 
and catching up with old friends. ★

Searchlights seek “object” over  
Los Angeles. Three searchlights stab 

the sky during the blackout in Los 
Angeles Feb. 25, 1942, seeking an 

unidentified object which moved 
slowly down the coast from Santa 

Monica and disappeared. The 
perpendicular streak at left was 

made by a tracer bullet. 
AP; courtesy of Los Angeles Timesframework.com
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Irene and the Aircraft Warning System

LACHS board member John E. Fisher, substituted for 
Irene Tresun in the Marie Northrup Lecture Series 
recently. He quoted extensively from Irene’s written 

notes about her experience as a volunteer for the Aircraft 
Warning Service (AWS) formed almost immediately after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941. The AWS eventually 
enlisted several thousand civilians. 

Irene responded to what she said was “a mysterious 
item that appeared in the Los Angeles Times urging civilians 
to volunteer for an unex-
plained, patriotic assign-
ment.

“I brought with me my 
passport to prove my cit-
izenship. When I arrived, 
armed soldiers and FBI 
agents met me, and when 
they started to interview 
me I became petrified. You 
see, I was born in Commu-
nist Russia in 1919, shortly 
after the Bolshevik Revo-
lution, but my family had 
also migrated to Germany 
and lived there for a while 
under early Nazi rule be-
fore coming to the United 
States in 1933. Having 
lived under Lenin, Stalin 
and Hitler, I almost felt 
like they might consider 
me to be the proverbial spy 
caught in the act. However, 
a few days later, I received 
a phone call asking me to 
report to duty immediately. 
Now, in the span of just 
one week, I went from 
having no job to suddenly 
having two jobs.   

“Security was very tight. We could not enter the build-
ing without showing our identification, even if the men on 
duty at the door knew us. Everything was “top secret” and 
we were reminded, “A slip of the lip can sink a ship.”

For anyone wishing to read the full account of Irene’s 
experience with the Aircraft Warning Service, please drop 
us a note at editor@lacityhistory.org and John can send you 
a complete transcript of his remarks. ★

Danger sign near 
unexploded shell, Motorcycle  

Officer B.H. McClean and  
Lieut. E.D. Dillard. 

International News, L.A. Bureau; 
courtesy USC Digital Library
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Left: Hugh Landis of Vermont Square 
neighborhood points to holes in his 
car caused by anti-aircraft fragments. 
L.A. Times; courtesy of Los Angeles Timesframework.com

Bottom: Motorcycle Officer Bobby 
Clark reaches into a hole caused by a 
dud shell that hit a driveway on Maple 
Street in Santa Monica. The shell was 
recovered.
Pacific Press; courtesy of Los Angeles Timesframework.com
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Hollywood Canteen
by mICHAel loCke

As part of the 2013 LACHS-sponsored 21st Annual 
Marie Northrop Lecture Series “Coping and Living 
in Los Angeles During World War II,” the lecture 

on February 16th offered a nostalgic trip down memory 
lane with Hollywood historians Bruce Torrence and Lisa 
Mitchell, authors of the book, Hollywood Canteen. For 
those of us too young to remember, the Canteen offered to 
anyone in uniform free food, a chance to mingle with Hol-
lywood’s elite performers and a brief respite from the real-
ities of war. The Canteen, which opened its door in 1942, 
was the creation of a handful of movie stars, notably Bette 
Davis and John Garfield, along with Jules Stein, President 
of the Music Corporation of America, who provided  

 
financial backing. The Canteen was staffed completely 
by more than 3,000 volunteers from the entertainment 
industry, who did everything including waiting on tables 
and cleaning up. It was not unusual for the average enlisted 
man or woman to rub shoulders with a well-known star.

By the time the Canteen closed its doors on Thanks-
giving Day, November 22, 1945, it had been a “home away 
from home” to nearly three million servicemen. Sadly, all 
that remains of the original site is a parking garage for an 
office building at 6430 Sunset Boulevard. ★

The Marie Northrop Lecture Series are jointly sponsored by 
LACHS and the Los Angeles Library History Department and 
are held in the in the Mark Taper Auditorium of the Central 
Library.

Top left: Bruce Torrence (left), Lisa Mitchell, 
Charlie Mims

Bottom left: Don Esacove (left),  
Clark Robbins, John Fisher, Bruce Torrence, 
Lisa Mitchell, Charley Mims, Diane Kanner, 
Todd Gaydowski, Elizabeth Gaydowski
Photos: Michael Locke

This couple attended the Hollywood 
Canteen Lecture, but left before 

we could get their names. 
Do you know them? Please let us know.
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World War II and the Motion Picture Industry
by AnnA sklAr

Almost everyone knows about the Hollywood 
Canteen where movie stars mixed with just “plain” 
soldiers, sailors and marines. But the motion picture 

industry was as much part of the war effort as any muni-
tions factory, and a host of wartime industries. Marc Wana-
maker described in vivid words and pictures just what that 
contribution was.

The perfect concluding lecturer for our annual Marie 
Northrop Lecture Series in the Central Library’s Mark 
Taper Auditorium, Marc was animated, enthusiastic, and 
dropped so many names it would make your head spin.

Warner Brothers got into the war effort fairly early 
when it released Confessions of a Nazi Spy (1939) starring  
 

 
then top star Edward G. Robinson, known mostly for his 
gangster roles. It was based on the real life story of a New 
York Nazi spy ring practicing openly for five years before 
successful federal prosecution in 1938. And by 1939 the 
danger was expanding. Thousands of Nazi sympathizers 
held rallies in New York and Los Angeles. Reporters began 
to write about the threat to the U.S. In 1940 Col. Wm. 
Donovan (the director of the wartime OSS, U.S. intel-
ligence agency) wrote a series of stories for the New York 
Times describing the outlay of hundreds of millions of 
dollars by the German government to propagandize and 
spread Hitler’s message.

Moviemakers began their own propaganda efforts. 
The peacetime draft in 1940 led to comedies and dramas 
including Abbott and Costello who starred in a series of 
“Buck Private” movies. The Three Stooges appeared in 

You Nazty Spy. In 1940 there was Charlie 
Chaplin’s The Great Dictator, and Tyrone 
Power starring in A Yank in the RAF. Errol 
Flynn appeared in Dive Bomber, another 
pre-WWII movie, and Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Foreign Correspondent of 1940 was a spy 
thriller that revealed a continent-wide 
conspiracy that led to a fictionalized 
WWII.

Within what must have been weeks 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 15,000 
theaters signed pledges to participate in 
the film front for the war effort. Jimmy 
Stewart joined the Air Force and became a 
captain. He was the first movie star to join 
the service, but many more would serve 
and some would lose their lives as well. 
Following a war bond program, beloved 
film star Carole Lombard died in a plane 
crash on her way home from Colorado. 

Studio heads met with Army leaders 
on how best to publicize and energize the 
public war effort. All the movie magazines 
had sections on the war effort. Bandleader 
Kay Kyser, Marlene Dietrich and Judy 
Canova led a Hollywood Cavalcade of 
War Bonds in 1943. The classic war movie 
Casablanca, said Marc, “was actually a 
recruiting film made before we entered 
the war. “La Marseillaise” sung during the 
making of the film,” Marc added, found 
many in the cast weeping. The film and  
 continued on page 18



16 Los Angeles City Historical Society  August 2013

LACHS Visits the Hollywood Sign 
and the Hollywood Heritage Museum

by kAy tornborg

Councilman (and LACHS member) Tom LaBonge in-
vited LACHS members to visit the Hollywood Sign 
with him and who could turn that down??!! 

“Visit” = “go by car,” which was the only way most 
of us could have done it, since the road up, full of switch-
backs, is several miles long, hot and dusty. But when you 
get there, even on a slightly overcast day, it’s like being on 
top of the world.

Our mini-bus caravan, having stopped at the dam 
across Lake Hollywood for a distant view of the sign, 
parked atop Mt. Lee, next to the jumble of communica-
tions equipment, and Mary Mallory, a new LACHS mem-
ber and author of Hollywoodland (Arcadia Books), gave us 
a brief history of why it’s called Mt. Lee:

 “The M.H. Sherman Company sold the land above 
Mulholland Highway to Don Lee in 1935. Atop Mt. 
Lee, (re)named in his honor after the purchase, he built 
the Don Lee Mutual Radio Broadcast Company. Don 
Lee also held franchises for California & Nevada Cadillac 
dealerships, one of which was at 1313 Vine and, in 1948, 
became Lee’s state-of-the-art broadcast facility for radio 
and television.” 

After many pix and oo-ing and ah-ing over the view, 
we clambered aboard the mini-buses and, with a good wish 
for the brakes, wound our way back to the the Hollywood 
Heritage Museum in the Lasky-DeMille Barn, in the east 
parking lot of the Hollywood Bowl. 

We commandeered the picnic tables and the shady 
spots on the porch and ate our brown-bag lunches before 
filing into the Barn, site of one of the early movie studios 
in Hollywood. The building, a stable, had once been at 
the corner of Selma and Vine, part of the Northam Citrus 
Farm. It was acquired by Jacob Stern, who was not partic-
ularly interested in lemon farming, and, it was eventually 
leased to Jesse Lasky, Cecil B. DeMille and Samuel Gold-
fish (later Goldwyn) and became the Jesse L. Lasky Feature 
Play Company. The rest is history, as they say....The Muse-
um is open 5 days a week and, in addition to an informa-
tive tour by George Kiel and his volunteers, you can view 
all manner of genuine Hollywood historical artifacts. ★

 
(Thanks to Mary Mallory and Randy Haberkamp for the brief 
history.)

Councilman Tom LaBonge with our intrepid Kay Tornborg are 
joined by LACHS members at the dam at Lake Hollywood.  
Photo by Scott Levin
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BOOK 
REVIEW

by AnnA sklAr

Hank Umemoto was a thirteen-year-old boy when 
he, his mother and two older brothers, Sam and 
Ben, were ripped from their home in the San Joa-

chim Valley in May 1942, following President Roosevelt’s 
Executive Order 9066, which had the effect of relocating 
all persons of Japanese ancestry, both citizens and aliens, 
inland, outside of the Pacific military zone.

Umemoto’s memoir is an odyssey of an immigrant 
family, parents born in Japan, sons and daughters born in 
the U.S. It is an unusual and vivid tale of a generation torn 
apart by war.

Roosevelt’s order affected 117,000 people of Japanese 
descent, two-thirds of whom were native-born citizens 
of the United States. The Issei were the first generation 
of Japanese in this country; the Nisei were the second 
generation, numbering 70,000 American citizens at the 
time of internment. Within weeks, all persons of Japanese 
ancestry—whether citizens or enemy aliens, young or 
old, rich or poor—were ordered to assembly centers near 
their homes. Soon they were sent to permanent relocation 
centers outside the restricted military zones. Hank and his 
family were sent to Manzanar, in the desolate and barren 
Owens Valley, where they lived for the next three years.

By mid-April, up to 1,000 Japanese Americans were 
arriving every day at Manzanar; by mid-May, Manzanar 
had a population of over 7,000. By July, Manzanar’s popu-
lation was nearly 10,000.

Hank began a lifetime love of hiking when he first 
climbed the nearby Alabama Hills with his young friend, 
Kenji. They were were both enamored with the prospect 
of emulating movie star heroes they had seen, viewing the 
location where the movie Gunga Din had been filmed, 
and “all those John Wayne movies, Lone Ranger and Roy 
Rogers, too.”

They strode out early in the morning, crossed the 
barbed wire fence and soon began their trek. The climb 
was arduous for the-then fourteen-year-old boy, but they 
finally reached the top. “From our vantage point,” he 
writes, “the granite landscape of those Roy Rogers Westerns 
was nowhere in sight, and our naïve hope of seeing some 
movie stars was shattered.” Nevertheless, Umemoto writes, 
they were “able to see the other side of the Alabama hills, 

with the rounded granite protrusions randomly covering 
the sandy valley floor against a backdrop of the beautiful 
snowcapped Sierras, the birds in the sky and the jackrabbits 
racing through the sagebrush.” That early hike led Umemo-
to to a lifetime of exploring the mountains of California, 
ranging from the San Bernardino Mountains to Mount 
Baldy, in the San Gabriel Mountains, and eventually to 
Mount Whitney.

When Umemoto left Manzanar in 1945 he, his 
mother and a sister came to L.A., where they lived on skid 
row for almost four years and where he attended Roosevelt 
High School. For a young man discovering Los Angeles, 
skid row was not a fearsome place.

“Past the prestigious Farmers and Merchants National 
Bank,” he writes, “was where the livelier world of skid row 
began to emerge, populated with even more vagrants, plus 
that slippery goo discharged by the winos that threatened 
anyone who dared trod skid row—my skid row—was 
colorful and exciting.”

Eventually Umemoto joined the Army during the 
Korean War, attended college, married, opened a thriving 
printing business, and raised a family. His vivid and often 
joyous descriptions of his life come alive as we explore, 
along with Hank, the streets of Los Angeles, the hoboes he 
met, the mountains he climbed, and his frequent moves 
throughout the Los Angeles area. He writes with humor 
and engaging wit about his experiences as a dishwasher, a 
worker at a shoe factory, eventually graduating to work as a 
gardener. Later he attended L.A. City College and graduat-
ed from Cal State Los Angeles with the financial assistance 
of the GI Bill.

In 1993 President Bill Clinton sent a letter of apology 
to Japanese-American internment survivors, and the Justice 
Department followed up with an offer to make amends in 
the form of a redress payment of $20,000 each. Umemoto 
declined the payment and explained why in a lengthy and 
formal response that is reprinted in his book.

“Without doubt,” he says, “we got screwed big time 
when we were forcibly confined in relocation camps. 
There’s no denying that fact. And yet I don’t want that to 
be what we are remembered for. I want the Japanese Amer-
icans who lived through World War II to be honored in 
our nation’s history as a people who peacefully and  
 continued on page 18

MANZANAR TO MOUNT WHITNEY: The Life and Times of a Lost Hiker
by Hank Umemoto. 
Berkeley: Heyday, 2013, 195 pp. Paper, $16.95.
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Book Review: Manzanar to Mount Whitney 
continued from page 17 
courageously survived their hardships and humiliation and, 
after the war, continued on in our lives with dignity and 
success.” 

In 2009 seventy-one-year-old Hank Umemoto realized 
a dream, begun as a teenager, when he climbed to the top 
of Mount Whitney, the highest summit in the contiguous 
United States, only a few miles southwest of Manzanar. ★

Remembrance Project
 

The story of the internment of Japanese upon Exec-
utive Order 9066 in February 1942 is dramatically 
displayed with pictures, personal stories/ items, and 

documents. The exhibit concludes with pictures of the 
eventual apology and $20,000 payment in 1988 to 82,000 
former internees.

JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
(second floor)

100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles 90012
(213) 625-0414

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 11 am to 5 pm, 
Thursday 12 pm to 8 pm

 
Finish off your visit with Japanese fare from the Chado 
Tea Room on the museum grounds or LittleTokyo restau-
rants across the street. ★

World War II and Motion Pictures, continued from page 15 
song,” he said, “changed so many people’s minds about the 
war and the horrors of the Nazis.”

Fred Astaire and Bing Crosby went on tour in 1943 
with Army medics. Betty Hutton’s humor proved infec-
tious when she toured San Pedro. Hundreds of paper 
drives and rubber drives were headed by movie stars. Marc 
exclaimed, “Isn’t this great?,” as he showed photos of 30 
Seconds Over Tokyo, the story of the Doolittle raid. He also 
noted, “Extras were real soldiers. Many were later killed or 
wounded in the battles of the Pacific.”

Hal Roach Studio in Culver City turned its studios 
over to making war films. “No more Laurel and Hardy,” 
Marc said. “It was called Fort Roach.” Many films for the 
Signal Corps were made there.

The Hollywood Canteen was “movie picture central” 
for all service men and women. By war’s end, more than a 
million service members attended the Canteen.

A few of the Hollywood Canteen’s regular stars in-
cluded: Jimmy Durante, Anne Baxter, Lana Turner, Deana 
Durbin, Marlene Dietrich, Rita Hayworth, Rosalind 
Russell (washed dishes), Judy Garland (performed many 
times), Robert Taylor, Tyrone Power, Lena Horne and 
Greer Garson. Bette Davis, who actually started the Hol-
lywood Canteen as well as Stage Door in San Francisco, 
was a constant visitor. Those actors too old to enlist helped 
boost morale: Pat O’Brien, Spencer Tracy and Sydney 
Greenstreet volunteered. Mickey Rooney, who joined the 
Army, became the ultimate performer at the canteen: he 
played the drums, the trombone, sang, danced, and was a 
stand-up comedian. In 1944 Roy Rogers brought Trigger 
into the canteen and “chased” S.Z. Sakall, the familiar, 
rotund headwaiter from Casablanca.

Perhaps no one did as much as Marlene Dietrich. She 
visited munitions plants to encourage workers. She hon-
ored the Free French Army heroes. “She was everywhere,” 
Marc said. “…refueling areas, eating lunch, she actually 
went to the Front. A special Commando Unit accom-
panied her. She toured Europe for a month.” And Marc 
noted, “Hitler put a price on her head as well.”

One last note. “Sessue Hayakawa was a momentous 
silent screen star, until Japan became militaristic,” Marc 
said. What few people know is that “Hayakawa became a 
double agent for the United States and it was only after the 
war that it was revealed that he wasn’t a traitor.”

A special salute to Board President Todd Gaydowski 
who provided the customary food spread after the lecture 
and to Diane Kanner and Todd’s wife, Elizabeth, for dis-
playing the food and hosting the more than one hundred 
attendees who enjoyed reviewing what they had heard and 
sharing stories with Marc, who stayed until the security 
guards shooed us all out. ★

King, the Kennedys 
& Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection 
is currently exhibiting a series of images of Mar-
tin Luther King, John F. Kennedy, and Robert F. 

Kennedy visiting Los Angeles. On view at Central Library 
(630 W. Fifth St., downtown LA) in the History Dept. The 
exhibit is sponsored by 
Photo Friends LAPL, the 
volunteer support group 
of the collection, which 
also sponsors free talks 
on photography, and LA 
historical subjects based 
on the collection. Visit 
photofriends.org for infor-
mation and a schedule of 
upcoming programs. ★
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by AbrAHAm HoffmAn

Lawrence Culver’s examination of recreation and the 
image of southern California as a “frontier of leisure” 
deals with the topic on several levels. There is the 

ballyhooing and promotion of boosters such as Charles F. 
Lummis but, also, the darker side of recreational attractions 
that segregated and excluded nonwhites from enjoying 
the facilities and opportunities of public recreation. Many 
readers unfamiliar with the story will find Culver’s account 
of racist exclusion disturbing but essential to understanding 
why Los Angeles lacks public parks relative to the city’s 
population.

Culver approaches his topic selectively rather than 
comprehensively. Two of the seven chapters focus on 
tourism on Santa Catalina Island in the era of Banning and 
Wrigley, and two chapters deal with the growth of Palm 
Springs before and after World War II. He also devotes 
a great amount of space to architectural styles and the 
architects who designed private homes for wealthy people, 
which is probably interesting to those who want to know 
about architectural history in southern California, but it 
ties in only marginally to the fact that nonwhites could 
not commission such homes since they were restricted 
as to where they could live and probably couldn’t afford 
anything other than tract homes anyway. An exception 
is found in his brief discussion of Val Verde (pp. 75-76) 
where middle-class blacks bought homes.

Looking back over the period from the 1870s to the 
1940s, Culver reveals a landscape that in some ways was as 
rigidly segregated as the South. It is disheartening to read 
of public recreational opportunities limiting nonwhites 
to one day a week at municipal swimming pools (the day 
before the pools were cleaned). As southern California 
grew and prospered, whites found backyard swimming 
pools affordable, and houses once built with welcoming 
front porches were being built in the postwar era with an 
inwardness that rejected a sense of community.

The Southern California image of leisure and 
recreation influenced the development of suburbs in 
other American cities. In recent years the increasing 
number of gated communities has contributed to an air of 
exclusivity and exclusion if not a retreat from community 
involvement. Los Angeles is a place left to nonwhites, 
seniors, the poor, and anyone at the working-class or lower-
middle class levels whose access to the good life is limited 
by minimum wages and the price of a home in what used 
to be called “a decent neighborhood.”

I remind my students that in taking a history class they 
should note that they, too, are a part of history and that 
history in the classroom isn’t just about “other people.” 
Yet this is a book that describes how the “other people” 
kept control of public and private spaces for decades. I 
should note that not all recreational opportunities are 
covered here. Culver omits any mention of the “Great 
Hiking Era” that lasted from the 1880s to the 1930s, and 
that the San Gabriel Mountains once held resort hotels 
and campgrounds long since gone through fires and 
abandonment. Whether they excluded nonwhite guests is a 
subject for further research.

A few glitches appear in the book, none important 
enough to distract the reader but nonetheless worth 
noting. The City of Los Angeles did not “hijack” the 
Owens River (p. 42), though the ethical side of the issue is 
still argued. Mary Austin’s outdoor play Fire, staged near 
Palm Springs in 1921, was not inspired by the Ramona 
Pageant, which began its long run in 1923. And it was 
Mickey Rooney, not Andy Rooney, who visited the Resort 
Inn in the 1930s. ★

Abraham Hoffman teaches history at Los Angeles Valley 
College.

THE FRONTIER OF LEISURE: Southern California and the Shaping of Modern America
by Lawrence Culver. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 317 pp. Illustrations, Notes, Selected Bibliography, 
Index. Hardbound, $29.95.

BOOK 
REVIEW
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